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during the period from 1530 to 1560. Accordingly, when thi*
volume was first planned, it was intended to include such a
section. But circumstances made it impossible to curry out the
original plan. A balanced selection of the available records in the
French archives being out of the question, I came reluctantly to
decide that it would be necessary to omit the I'Vench section.
The responsibility for this decision is entirely mine.
I have a debt of gratitude to pay to many friends and corres-
pondents who have assisted me in the preparation of thin
work. I am specially grateful to Professor I. (?. Lluhera for
helping me in the translation of some of the Spanish documents,
though all errors are mine and not his; to my chief, Professor
James Eadie Todd, from whom above all others I have learned
to attempt, if not to achieve, a tolerable literary style; to Pro-
fessor A. P. Newton, who originally inspired this work, and to
Professor Edgar Prestage for many valuable suggestions and
many kindnesses; to Mr. J. T. Furley, of Bole Cottage, Buckle*
bury Common, Berkshire, for drawing my attention to a num-
ber of useful manuscripts in the Torre do Tombo; to Mr.
Edward Watson for constructing the two maps; to Mrs* iVL 8*
Jayne, Dr. S. George West and Senhor Antonio J. Basto for
their assistance in securing transcriptions from the Torre <lo
Tombo; to Dr. J. A. Williamson for permission to reproduce
documents no and ixx; to Dr. D. H. Quinn, Professor T. W*
Moody and Mr. Edward Heawood; to the officials of the British
Museum, the Public Record Office, and the Torre do Tombo;
and, last but not least, to Mr. Edward Lynam, the honorary
secretary of the Society, for his encouragement, his unfailing
kindness, and his many constructive and scholarly suggestions.